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Horaemakers,  if  you  believe  in  signs  you  know  that  spring  is  here.  Cheer- 
ful robins  and  temneraraental  weather  all  "ooint  to  the  fact  that  snring  has 
definitely  turned  the  corner.     Already  the  sounds  of  hammer  and  saw  are  heard 
in  the  land,  for  spring  is  the  "building  season,  as  our  correspondent  reminds  us, 
and  a  good  time  to  review  Farmers'  Bulletin  17^9.  "Modernizing  Farmhouses." 
Mr.  Wallace  Ashby  is  one  of  the  authors  of  "Modernizing  Farmhouses,"  and  today's 
■-rtter  from  Washington  includes  some  of  Mr.  Ashby' s  ideas  about  rebuilding. 

Quoting  our  correspondent:     "Mr.  Ashby  believes  that  the  first  thing 
".J  be  decided  in  remodeling  an  old  house  is  whether  the  old  house  is  worth 
remodeling.    It  pays  to  get  a  competent  builder  or  somebody  who  understands 
houses  thoroughly  to  go  all  over  the  structure  and  tell  you  whether  it  is  sound 
its  foijuadations  and  its  framework  —  whether  the  old  part  will  warrant  the 
3t  of  new  materials  and  labor  to  bring  it  up  to  modern  standards  of  comfort 
convenience.     If  it's  an  old  family  homestead  or  a  house  to  which  you  are 
c-ttached  for  personal  reasons,  then  you  may  want  to  go  ahead  even  if  it  amounts 
alaost  to  rebuilding. 

"Now,  suppose  a  family  has  a  farmhouse  that  is  definitely  worth  modern- 
-ing.    What's  the  first  step?    Well,  Mr.  Ashbv  would  plan  on  putting  in,  first, 
running  water  in  the  kitchen,  and  in  the  bathroom  if  possible,  and  of  course 
'limbing  to  carry  off  wastes.     Second,  a  lighting  system. 

"And  you'll  agree  with  this,  homeraakers.     Mr.  Ashby  believes  that  of  all 
-e  modern  conveniences  in  a  house,  a  kitchen  sink  is  the  most  convenient. 
That's  where  he'd  start  in  modernizing  a  farmhouse,  and  while  he  was  putting  in 
the  sink,  he'd  be  sure  to  put  it  in  the  most  convenient  and  best  lighted  place, 
=•^^.1  if  necessary  change  the  location  of  the  other  equipment.     He's  'sold'  on 
^  3  Idea  of  grouning  the  equipment  into  work  centers.     In  fact,  Mr.  Ashby  says 
^cat  the  minute  he  goes  into  a  kitchen,  or  picks  utd  an  architect's  nlan,  he 
^«ins  figuring  out  the  paths  of  travel  a  woman  must  follow  in  the  course  of 
mng  and  serving  a  meal,  and  whether  the  arrangement  of  the  equiment  allows 
-er  to  carry  on  the  different  jobs  easily. 

"Quoting  Mr,  Ashby  directly:     'I  came  across  a  good  illustration  of 
-•<it  point  in  Ohio  recently.     I  stoioped  at  a  farmhouse  where  a  new  sink  had 
elad  J^^^^-'-^®'^'  ^^'^  asked  the  homemaker  how  she  liked  it.     She  said  she  was 
-th     '^^'^  ''^^^       ^^'^  placed  as  the  r^lan  directed, 

he  other  side  of  the  room.    Now  she  has  to  walk  back  and  forth  across  the 


kitchen    she  couldn't  say  bow  many  times  a  day,  beca-use  the  sink  is  on  the 
uTonF  side  of  the  room.     It  was  r)ut  there  to  save  12  feet  of  sewer  loi^e.  The 
twelve  ^eet  of  pipe  would  have  cost  about  five  collars.     To  save  five  dollars 
worth  of  sewer  pipe  that  Ohio  woman  has  to  walk  nobody  knows  how  many  extra 
niles  a  week,  for  the  rest  of  her  days.' 

"That's  all  of  Mr.  Ashby's  story.  Life  is  like  that,"  comments  our 
correspondent.  "I  imagine  many  a  woman  who  hears  this  story  can  sym-pathize 
with  the  woman  in  Ohio. 

"Now,  more  facts  about  the  bulletin,   'Modernizing  Farmhouses. '  It 
contains  pictures  and  plans  of  farmhouses  that  have  actually  been  remodeled  in 
different  parts  of  the  country       north,  east,  south,  and  west  —  fifteen 
buildings  that  are  representative  of  farmhouses  in  different  sections  of  the 
country. 

"For  example  —  there's  one  from  South  Carolina  that  is  a  rather  common 
tjrpe  —  L-shaped,  three  rooms,  living  room,  bedroom,  with  kitchen  behind  the 
living  room.    The  owner  added  two  more  bedrooms  behind  the  kitchen  and  put  a 
porch  around  two  sides  of  the  house.     The  disadvantage  to  this  plan  is  that 
you  have  to  enter  one  of  the  bedrooms  through  the  kitchen,  and  the  other  from 
the  norch.    The  Government  architects  drew  up  another  plan,  with  two  new  bed- 
roons  and  a  bath  adjoining  the  original  house  at  the  bedroom  end.     This  makes 
a 'init  of  three  bedrooms  and  leaves  the  kitchen  with  tv^o  outside  walls  that 
rerrit  better  light  and  ventilation,  an  important  point  in  a  kitchen  in  the 
South.    In  this  plan  a  screened  porch  is  run  from  the  kitchen  across  to  the 
■'-"nom  wing       making  a  good  place  for  the  men  to  wash  without  going  into  the 
men  —  and  added  closets,  cupboards,  a  pantry,  and  a  heater  in  the  hall  off 
oedrooms.    All  this  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,325,  including  the  value  of 
...  labor.    Anybody  with  this  type  house  to  remodel  has  a  choice  of  these  two 
Blans. 

"Now,  jumping  from  South  Carolina  to  Ohio.     There's  another  good  plan 
in  the  bulletin  for  making  over  a  T-shaped  6-room  house  with  two  stories.  The 
aain  change  the  owner  made  on  the  first  floor  was  to  convert  the  back  porch 
into  a  long  narrow  kitchen.     That  was  very  satisfactory  except  for  the  outside 
appearance  of  the  house.     The  Government  architects  suggest  an  alterna.te  plan 
•for  a  larger  kitchen  and  next  to  it  a  workroom  and  a  more  direct  entrance  to 
the  base-nent.    They  would  also  locate  the  bathroom  downstairs  by  the  bedroom 
instead  of  on  the  second  floor,  as  the  owner  has  located  it. 

'"In  a  farmhouse,'   says  Mr.  Ashby,     'a  first-floor  bathroom  is  generally 
acre  useful.    Either  of  these  plans  is  very  good  for  remodeling  this  type  of 
'3e.    The  owner's  cash  expenditure  was  $350,  not  counting  his  own  work.  The 
movements  included  a  new  bathroom,  the  kitchen,  and  a  heating  plant.  The 
^t  of  carrying  out  the  alternate  plan  would  have  been  somewhat  higher,  but  it 
-Id  have  provided  some  additional  conveniences.  ' 

"Well,  if  you  are  planning  to  modernize  your  home  this  spring,  and 
-Id  like  a  copy  of  these  interesting  plans,  write  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
_--ture,  Washington,  D.  C.  ,  for  a  copy  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  I7U9,  'Modernizing 
larohouses. ' " 

That's  all.  homemakers,  until  Monday. 
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